MAYA'S UNTITLED
COMIC/TLINE THING

FIRST DRAFT

CW : DEPRESSION,
SYICIDAL '{DEATION
GENDER DYSPHOR\A



Hil MY NAME 15 mAYA!
(M A 26 YEAR OLp ARTIST

tM WRITING THIS comic
To TELL PEOPLE A UTTLE
ABouT MYSELC/

TO START, 1'VE BEEN
inT0 DRAVWING SINCE
A VERY YOUNG AGE

tALWANS Usel 1T AS
A WAY To E€XpPrESs
MYSELF AND THE
BeAuTy | SAW (N THE
WORLD AROUND ME |
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SE(F - EXPRESSION
AaT OF MY IDENT\TY,
VST THROY GH T)O.AWDN’(,’ \ LovE
'VE BEEN SINGING
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¢ As 1| CAN REmEmBER!
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PVE pEFINITELY OVERCOME éeﬁ"”ﬁﬂ”ﬂfé&’ﬁf@
_ Y
T‘Tév CHALLENGES IN MY | pcree my pARENTS
) DIVO RCED.
¢ T & AN o
( m PAPS | Wouse
BOUSE
STARTING (N MDDLL ScHool \ :;-—--..
¢ vEARS WHERE T WAS HARD 1o
| hAp gm; ;/N SPUAT My LIFE IN
| DieNT £ Tuo.
\ POUREPR My
FEELNGS '\NTD
CREATIVITY .

QUTLET HWELPEP
ME SO mMmyuCH

HAVLNG THAT \\ﬁ )
K
(FF

WHEN THINGS | STARTED To BECOME FRIENDPS WITH
WERE HARP OTHER (\RLS FROM MY ART CLASS.

| P ARP WE SPENT A OT OF TIME OUTSIDE oF
SANG AND CLASS DRAWING TOGETHER. AND HANGING
CRIEP UNTIL outT.

MY EMOTIONS

Weee out

LAY ] 5 v

OF G\RLS. SOMETIMES WE VST WENT To gAcH
OTHERS HOUSES -
A LOT 0F THE TIME 1T WAS JUST ME
ANP My BEST FPRIENP JUGA.



ONE DAY | STARTED Td LT
DISTRACTED BY THE \wAY
JUCLIAS HAIR TUCKED BEHIND
HER EAR SOMETIMES.

ANP \ NoTICEDR
THE SOFTNESS
OF THE DOoOwWNY
HAIRS ON THE
BACI. OF HeR
NECK .

| WANTEDR TO Tuck THE ||| DIDNT REALZE | WAS
HAIR BACK MYSELF, PVT A CESBIAN fFor A
My HAND ON HER NECIK] | COUPLE MORE YEARS

BUT ONE DAY | DID KISS
HER JUST LIKE THAT

I'M GLAD I'm ALWE
EVERY DAY. | THINK M
A GOOD PERSON WiTH
A PLEASANT LIFE.

EXCEPT THIS
1S ALL IMAGINARY

THIS CIFE
Neve

EXI\STED




00D HAPPENED I'M NOT SomE INTACT
mvllc@;?/H FEMININE Qou L,
FORCED TO INHABIT A

MACE BoDY

GROWING (P IN THAT
BODY RUINED mE
BeyoND REPAIR

o

| WASNT VERY mMuULH
UsSE TO0 A Boy.

| LEARNED TWAT | HAD
NO VALUE.

| WAD TO BE TW STED
AND BROICEN TO AT
THE ROLES THAT |
WAS EXPECTED T
FLic.

(L sT Y
COULDNT)

| WAS SOMETHING
TO0 BT ASHAMED OF.

| WAS EmBARRASSING
ANP & PeoPLcC
SAW ME T wovip
MAKE THEM
UNCOMFORTAB(LE

WITH THE RECP OF
EVERYONE AROUND ME,
| TRIED TO PISAPPEAR
UNTIL | WwAS 24

DISAPPEARING WAS
WHAT | WUANTED



AT 24 | BrokE THROUGH i EXCEPT THE
MY SociAC CONDITIONING DAMAGE THAT WAS

AND BEGFAN To TRANS PONE TO Mg

ITION . , DIDNT GO AWAY

AS mY BODY

GOT MOoRE | WAS ALLOWED TO

CEMININE EXPRESS mvy TRUE

| STAQRTED SECF IN THEORY —

TRYING To

SHOW mySELF IN REALITY, My

AGAIN DAMAGE MADE THIS
| A (0T HARDER

MYy SENSE OFR JorTH
NEVER RETURNED

!qwuﬁ. vwl

<‘ A REALLY

WHEN SoMEONE SEES
ME , | CONER N
SHAME AND AP WOGIZE
FO THE CRiMmE OF
BEING AN AwWcuC
SHAMEFRUL Soul

i‘m BAD AND | DONT
TRULY BELONG N
ANY BoDY.

THE WILL T0 BE ALIVE S A STRUGGLE TO0O.
| SPENT G0 MULKH TIME FANTAS\ZA\RNGE ADOUT
DEATH THAT M STILL CAUGHT IN (TS
GRAYITATIONAL PuLL .

! JORRY THAT {'M PAST THE EVENT HORIZON.
THAT NO MATTER THE CHANGES TO MY BobY,
| WilL NOT STAY (N THIS WORLD mucH (ONGER..



: ALL CREATWITY (S
MY JOICE DOESNT a i
WORK 1E | TRy TO || SATIEE OU€RCOM\ ¢

SING

RESTORE ME TO WHO M suPPoSCD TO 35,_.
THE PERSON | WOLLD HAVE BgeN (FE |
WEZEN'T BrokeEN. O

BUT \MJI\TH MY DAMAGE AND
SHAME PREVENTIN G ME FROM
(OUING MYSELF, THE LOUE THAT

OTHERS GINE ME (S HARDLY
SOMETHING | AN GET A cRIP
OonN-

| DONT THINWK \T MBNES me
SucH A GOOD PARTNER E(THER-.

I'm REALLY SORRY
EVERYONE




WHO... ...ARE YOU *

... YOU CouLd
HEAZL WE
TH\S WHOLKC
TIME?

I'M THE NARRATOR. AND
THIS IS AUTORBIOGRAPHICAL —
SO I'M YOU' MAVYAS SoLC . ‘

BUT THESE THINGS

ARENT TRUE .. x YES — I'M
M NoT DAMAGED AND

(RRECPERABLE SCARED BUT DEe?
DOWN, | LOVE MYSELF

So YOU DonNT_SounD
LIKE ME, yoUu SounD
MORE (IKE THE
PEOPLE VHO TAUGHT
ME IT WAS BETTER
To GIWVE vp AND
DISAPPEAR RATHER
| THAN BE MYSECLF.

THOSE TWOo THI\NGS PARENT
MUTVALLY EXcLUSIVE . TO KEEP?
ME — TO KEEP US — SAFE, | HAD
TO INTERNACIZE THE JUDGEMENT
PUT ON US. OTHERWISE WE Would
FACE NOTHING BUT PAIN AND
REJECTION . REGARDLESS 0F ANY SELF
LovE N
BUT | AGREE — IT ISNT WolTH (T
TO CIVE TH'S WAN. THE conce —
~US(ON | WAS GETTING TO (S THAT

ITS TiME FoR US TO DISAPPEAR.
FOREVER, TH\S TIME .



PDISAPPEARING ON PUR-—
- POSE IS SOMETHING |\
WILLC NEVER. DO/ (]

W

\J

{F | HAVE TO KEEP
}cmmme AL THAT

JUDGEMENT TO BE SF\FE
THEN SAFETY ISNT
SOMETHING | wAMT

prT BC
STUP(D

You AZ@NT

on‘rE,crtNG ME
) AND | DONT

NEED You ANY -

~-Mmokeg !

YOU'RE JusT
%\:\: DAMAG f"\((
AN

you STILL
66\7




YOU ACT AS THOUGH MYy B(eTH DoomERP e, BuT
| WAS STILL BOARN (ULKIER THAN MOST, WiTH AN

ACCEPTIN G FAMILY AND RESOURCES.

DONT EVEN
THINK
ABoOUT

THE (CRUELEST THING (S
THAT \ WOULD HAVUE PCEN
SACE WITHOUT WiDING mYSELF.
BOT NO — | HAD YoU! ALWAYS
CETTING ME BE(CIEVE OTHERS
WOULD HORT ME \F | WERE
CUER TRULY VULNERARCE

BUT (T SN'T ToO LATE AND I'M GO\NG TO LeT
NOW! PCOPLE KNOW MY REAL
SECF WITHOLT APOCOGY /

SO I'M GOING TO SING!

THEYRE
JUST GOING
T0 HAVE

-~ To FORBWE
youR€ JUST GOING TO ME UNTIC

MmAK-E A E00L OF c
YOURSELF. YOU'LL MAKE !'rpéﬁ‘f"‘
EVELYDONE UNCOMFO RT— .
-ABLE / THEN!




| GUESS THATS IT THEN.

\TS TIME FO& YOU
TOo GET RAID oF MmE

THEN

HEY, JUST BECAUSE | DoNT

... GOODBYE NEED YoU RVULING ME
DGESNT MEAN Yoo NEED TO

BE GoNE FoRr Goop

\

YCL ARE A PART
OF ME, AFTER

ALC .

SO THAT
MEANS |

CAN FoR—
-GIVE You.

[zorz-\vi-2=2]




THANK. YOU FOR
READING!

B8Y MAVYA

MAya . BADU K @ GMaiL .com



